
Treasure Hunting and Commercial Exploitation of Underwater Cultural Heritage: 
Treasure hunting is the search for and recovery of precious metals, jewelry and other objects of monetary value from shipwrecks which can be sold or marketed for profit. This is 

in direct contrast to what scientific archaeology is, wherein the search is for a greater understanding of past history through the study of those same material cultural remains. 

Hence, Treasure Hunting often results in the loss of that heritage whereby the material is permanently dispersed, or lost through negligence.  
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Technology: 

 

Nowadays almost all the underwater 

salvage by treasure hunting operations 

are conducted in the deep water and 

utilize modern technology to search and 

recover precious objects for financial 

profit. 

Sport Diving: 

 

Saadana Shipwreck site was known to 

local recreational divers for about 10 

years prior to its excavation commencing 

in 1996. The discovery in 1996 of about 

200 stacked and shattered porcelain 

artefacts buried in the beach, in addition 

to disturbed pottery underwater 

confirmed looting activities on site. 

Culture & Media: 

 

There are many books which revolve 

around shipwreck treasures and looting 

sunken boats. That includes guide books 

and manuals on the use salvage 

equipment, as well historical accounts of 

treasure ships.  

 

Moreover, Commercial media programs 

and movies present treasure hunters as 

archaeologists or adventurers who often 

acquire great wealth by discovering 

sunken treasures. Those ideas promote 

treasure hunting and encourage the public 

to accept such practices 

Factors affecting Treasure Hunting 

Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 

 

This research aims to investigate different aspects concerning the commercial exploitation of Underwater Cultural Heritage including factors that affect it, its 

economic feasibility, the risk it represents to Underwater Cultural Heritage, as well the present and sought role of international conventions and national 

legislations in protecting the underwater cultural heritage. 

Movies promoting treasure hunting Books promoting treasure hunting Moved pottery to tell the story of Saadana 

Shipwreck site's looting by sport divers. 
Odyssey Remotely operated Vehicle (ROV) 


